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Abstract (max 500 words)
Brief summary of the research project, highlighting problem statement, main expected results, originality (maximum 500 characters, including spaces)

1.  Research objectives and research questions (max 1000 words) 
Describe the overarching objective of your research and, if appropriate, articulate this objective in coherent sub-objectives. Correspondingly: i) formulate your research questions, typically articulated in coherent sub- questions; ii) outline the knowledge gaps in extant literature, addressed in order to inform the formulation of the research questions. Considering their relevance for academics and practitioners, illustrate why answering to the research questions contributes to knowledge gaps in extant literature and to advance the current state of the art with subsequent benefits for practitioners. 

2.  State of the art and literature findings (max 1000 words) 
Summarize the literature findings as a state of the art updated according to the current progress of your PhD research project. If appropriate, frame the literature findings in sub-themes, highlighting the extant theories, models, methods, and solutions. In light of the outline in section 1, discuss the knowledge gaps addressed by your research based on the literature findings. 

3.  Research design and methodology (max 1000 words) 
Taking step from the presentation in the Research proposal, summarize the research design and methodology that you are adopting to address your research objectives. Specify and motivate the changes occurred after the last yearly assessment, if any. Highlight current issues, if any, motivating how you plan to mitigate them. 

4.  Research achievements (max 1500 words) 
Taking step from the research objectives and questions in section 1, illustrate the current achievements of your PhD research project, highlighting how they are relevant in order to contribute to knowledge gaps in extant literature and to advance the current state of the art with subsequent benefits for practitioners. In light of the current achievements, illustrate the practical relevance, potential impact, and managerial implications of your PhD research project. 
If your achievements are evident in both published or accepted papers, provide a summary of their contents, motivating the relevance with respect to the research objectives and questions. 

5. Tentative thesis structure (max 1000 words) 
Taking step from the presentation in the Research proposal, confirm if your thesis will be a monography or a collection of papers. In case of a monography, provide a synopsis of it and a tentative table of content. In case of a collection of paper, provide a short description of each paper (i.e., research questions, methods, expected results) and an assessment of their development stage. In any case, either a monography or an essay, provide a brief description of the content through a short abstract of each chapter, considering the current development stage of your PhD research project.  

6. Papers related to the thesis 
Include the papers submitted/accepted to international journals and/or international conferences, and at a stage of development that you consider relevant to evaluate the current progress of your PhD research project. 

7. References 
Insert here bibliography, which is relevant for your research. 

Motivations
The motivations behind this application to pursue research at Politecnico di Milano
